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39. And the best of this Ummah after its Prophet (0) is Aboo Baler as-Siddeeq 1 (4®), then 
‘Umar ibn al-Khattaab 2 (•#), then ‘Uthmaan ibn ‘Affaan 3 (4®). 
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40. We give precedence to those three just as the Companions of the Messenger of Allaah 
(M) gave precedence to them. They [the Companions] never differed in that 4 . 
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41. Then after those three, (the Five Companions of the Shooraa): ‘Alee ibn Abu Taalib 5 
(4&), az-Zubair 6 ( 4 ®), Talhah 7 (4&), Abdur-Rahmaan ibn ‘Awf 8 ( 4 ®)and Sa’d ibn Abee 


1 He is the best of the people after the Messenger of Allaah ( M ). He is ‘Abdullaah ibn Uthmaan Aboo 
Qahaafah ibn ‘Aamir ibn ‘Amr Ibn Ka’ab Ibn Sad ibn Taim ibn Marrah al-Qurashee, at-Talimee - Aboo 
Bakr as-Siddeeq, the successor (khaleefah) of the Messenger of Allaah (fj) and his companion while he 
was in the cave. See Tahdheebul-Kamaal, 5/282-283. 

2 He is the Ameerul-Mu’mineen ‘Umar ibn al-Khattaab ibn Nufail Ibn ‘Abdul- ’Uzzaa ibn Riyaah ibii 
‘Abdullaah ibn Qurt ibn Razzaah ibn ‘Adee ibn Ka’b al-Qurshee al-’Adawee. He was martyred in the 
month of Dhul- Hijjah of the year 33H and he was the khaleefah for ten and a half years. See At-Taqreeb, 
2/54. 

3 He is the Ameerul - Mu’mineen ‘Uthmaan ibn Affaan ibn Abil-Aas Ibn ‘Umayyah ibn ‘Abd 
Shamsil-Amawee, Dhun-Noorain, from among those foremost in faith (as-saabiqon al-awwaloon). One of 
the four khaleefahs and one of the ten who had been given the glad tidings of Paradise. He was martyred in 
the month of Dhul-Hijjah after the ‘Eed of Sacrifice of the year 35H. His khilaafah lasted for twelve years 
and his age was eighty, it has been said more than this and also less than this. See At-Taqreeb, 2/12. 

4 Allaamah Siddeeq Hasan Khan (d. 1307H) said, ‘... and whoever rebukes the khilaafah of any one of them 
— then he is more astray than his father’s donkey.’ Qatfuth-Thamr fee Bayani-‘Aqeedati-Ahlil-Athar, p.99. 

5 He is the Ameerul-Mu’mineen, ‘Alee ibn Abee Taalib ibn ‘Abdul-Muttalib ibn Haashim, al-Haashimee, 
the nephew of the Messenger of Allaah (ft) and the husband of his daughter, from among those foremost in 
the faith. It is likely that he was the first one to accept Islaam. He was also one of the ten given the glad 
tidings of Paradise. He died in the month of Ramadaan of the year 40H and he was, in the opinion of the 
People of Knowledge, the best of those alive amongst the Children of Aadam (skb) at that time, by the 
consensus of Ahlus-Sunnah. He was sixty-three years of age, as is mentioned in At-Taqreeb, 2/39. 
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Waqqaas 9 (4&), each of them was fitting and appropriate for khilaaafah and each for 
them was an Imaam (leader). 
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42. In this regard we take the hadeeth of Ibn ‘Umar 10 (4&), ‘We used to consider, while 
the Messenger of Allaah (it) was alive and his Companions widespread: Aboo Baler 
(m) [to be first], then ‘Umar (A&), then ‘Uthmaan (F) - and then we remained 
quiet.’ 11 
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43. Then, after Ashaab ash-Shoorali ( the Five Companions of the Shooraa Council), are 
the people who fought in Badr from among the Muhaajiroon. And then those who 
fought in Badr from among the Ansaar, from among the Companions of the 
Messenger of Allaah (m) [each one’s rank is] according to his Hijrah (migration) 
and Saabiqah (precedence) [in entering Islam], 


6 He is az-Zubair ibn al-’Awwaam ibn Khuwailid ibn Asad ibn ‘Abdul-’Uzzaa ibn Qusai ibn Qilaab, Aboo 
‘Abdullaah, al-Qurashee, al-Asadee, one of the ten promised to receive Paradise. He was killed in the year 
36H on the ‘Day of the Camel.’ See At-Taqreeb, 1/259. 

7 He is Talhah ibn ‘Ubaidullaah ibn ‘Uthmaan ibn ‘Amr ibn Ka’b ibn Sa’d ibn Tameem ibn Marrah at- 
Taimee, Aboo Muhammad al-Madanee, one of the ten given the good tidings of Paradise. He was martyred 
on the ‘Day of the Camel’ in the year 36H at the age of 63. See At-Taqreeb, 1/379. 

8 He is ‘Abdur-Rahmaan ibn ‘Awl ibn ‘Ahd-’Awf ibn ‘Abdul-Haarith ibn Zahrah, al-Qurashee, az-Zuhree, 
one of the ten guaranteed Paradise and one of the earliest in Islaam. He died in the year 32H and it has been 
said other than this. See At-Taqreeb, 1/494. 

9 He is the noble companion, Sa’d ibn Abee Waqqaas ibn Maalik ibn Wuhaib ibn ‘Abd-Manaf ibn Zahrah 
ibn Qilaab az-Zuhree, Aboo Ishaaq, one of the ten guaranteed Paradise and the first one to throw a weapon 
in the path of Allaah ( 31 ). He died at al-’Aqeeq in the year 55H as is well known, and he was the last of the 
ten who had been guaranteed Paradise to die. See At-Taqreeb, 1/290. 

10 He is the famous companion, ‘Abdullaah ibn ‘Umar ibn al-Khattaab al-‘Adawee, Aboo ‘Abdur- 
Rahmaan. He was one of the most fervent and strong amongst the people in following the narrations and 
was also amongst the Companions that were rich and well to do. He died at the end of the year 73H or the 
beginning of the next year. See At-Taqreeb, 1/435. 

11 Reported by Bukhaaree, nos. 3655 and 3697, Aboo Daawood, nos. 4627 and 4628, at-Tinnidhee, no. 
3707, Ibn Maajah, no. 106 and others. 
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44. Then, the most superior of mankind after these: the Sahaabah (other Companions) of 
the Messenger of Allaah ( 0 ), the generation in which he was sent. Everyone who 
accompanied him, whether for a year, a month, a day, an hour or [just merely] saw 
him, then he is from among his Companions 12 . His companionship is according to 
the extent to which he accompanied him, [and to the extent to which] he had 
precedence in being with him, heard from him and looked at him . 
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45. So the least of them in as-Suhbah (companionship) to him are more excellent than 
the generation which did not see him, even if they met Allaah (if) with all the [good] 
actions; despite that, those who accompanied the Prophet (M), saw him and heard 
from him [are superior]. 
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46. And whoever saw him with his eyes, and believed in him, even if for an hour 14 , is 
more excellent, on account of this companionship [with the Prophet (M)], than the 
Taabi’een, even if they [the Taabi’een] did every action of goodness. 


12 Ibn al-Madeenee (d. 234H) said, “Whoever accompanied the Prophet (M) or saw him, even if it was for 
an hour during the day then he is one of the Companions of the Prophet (^)” And his student Imaam al- 
Bukhaaree said, “Whoever accompanied the Prophet (H) or saw him, from among the Muslims, then he is 
from amongst his Companions.” Saheeh al-Bukhaaree, 7/1 with Fath. 

13 In the manuscript of Shaykh al-Albaanee, and took a glance at him.' 

14 In the manuscript of Shaykh al-Albaanee the words, ‘And whoever saw him ‘ up until ‘.. even if for an 
hour ...‘ are not present. 
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47. And hearing and obeying the leaders [A’immah] and the Ameerul-Mu’mineen, 
whether Barr (righteous) or Faajir (sinful), from among those who come into 
power with the Khilaafah (governing authority) and with respect to whom the 
people have agreed and united themselves and are pleased with him. 




48 . And also [hearing and obeying the one] who fought against the people with the sword 
[i.e. conquered them] until he became the Khaleefah and was named the Ameerul 
Mu’mineen. 
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49. Participation in battles along with the leaders [Umaraa ’], be they righteous or sinful, 
is an everlasting affair up [i.e. always operative] until the Day of Judgement. It is 
never to be abandoned. [Likewise] the division of the spoils of war and appointing the 
rulers [A’immah] to establish the prescribed punishments [Hudood] are [both] 
everlasting. It is not permissible for anyone to defame/discredit them or to challenge 
them [i.e. the ruler’s authority] 15 . 


.\yr\3 j\ OlS* \y Cj\yr‘\ j*^J] Ol3»Lflh j .50 

50. Also, handing over the charity to them [the Rulers] is permissible and always 
operative [in effect]. Whoever gives the charity to them then that will suffice him 
[i.e. his obligation will have been fulfilled], whether righteous of sinful. 


15 See: The Consensus of the Salaf from among the Companions of Allaah’s Messenger (#|) on the 
Prohibition of Reviling the Rulers, be they Righteous or Sinful — A Refutation of the Khawaarij. 
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51. And performing the Jumu’ah prayer behind him [the Ruler] and behind whomever he 
appoints is a permissible and perfect [act] and [consists of] two rak’ahs. Whoever 
repeats them [after praying behind him] is a Mubtadi ’ (innovator) , one who abandons 
the narrations and an opposer of the Sunnah. He receives nothing [of reward] from 
the excellence of his [attendance of] the Jumu’ah prayer, if he does not accept and 
hold that prayer is to be observed behind the leaders, whomever they may be, the 
righteous amongst them and the sinful amongst them. 
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52. So the Sunnah is that he prayers two rak’ahs with them. [Whoever repeats them is an 
innovator] 16 , and that he acknowledges that they are perfect and complete, not having 
any doubt in his heart regarding that. 
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53. And whoever revolts (al-Khurooj) against a leader from among the leaders of the 
Muslims, after the people had agreed upon him and united themselves behind him, 
after they had affirmed the khUaafah (governing authority) for him, in whatever 
way this khilaafah may have been, by ar-Ridaa (their pleasure and acceptance) or 
by Al-Ghalaba (his force and domination) [over them], then this revolter has divided 
the Muslims, and has contradicted the narrations of the Messenger of Allaah (is). 
And if the one who revolted against the ruler died he would have died the Death of 
Ignorance (Meetatan Jaahileeyatan) . 


16 In Usoolul-I’tiqaad, 1/161, ‘... that you pray ... and that he acknowledges...” What is between the square 
brackets is an addition from Usoolul- I’tiqaad 1/161, and in the manuscript of Shaykh al-Albaanee, ‘... that 
he prays and that you acknowledge 

17 See: The Consensus of the Salaf from among the Companions of Allaah’s Messenger (#|) on the 
Prohibition of Reviling the Rulers - A Refutation of the Khawaarij. 
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54. And Qitaal as-Sultaan (fighting the one in power) is not lawful, and nor is it 
permissible for anyone amongst the people al-Khurooj (revolting) against him. 
Whoever does that is an innovator, [and is] not upon the Sunnah and the Tareeq 
[correct] path 18 . 


18 Shaikhul-Islaam lbn Taymiyyah (d. 728H) said, “The people have differed and argued with each other 
with respect to the one in authority who is sinful and ignorant. Is he obeyed in whatever he orders from the 
obedience of Allaah (H) and are the decisions that he makes with respect to the rule and the division (of 
charity etc.) to be carried out, if he is just in that? Or is he not obeyed and nothing from the decisions he 
makes with respect to the rule and the division (of charity etc.) executed? Or is there a difference to be 
made between the overall Imaam (i.e., the leader of all the Muslims) and between a judge and other such 
people, (who are lower in rank)? 

There are three sayings. The weakest of them with the Ahlus-Sunnah is the saying, ‘Rejecting everything 
from his orders, his rule and his division (of charity etc..’ And the most correct of them with the Ahlul- 
Hadeeth, the Scholars and the Jurists is the first saying, ‘That he is to be obeyed absolutely, and likewise 
(he is obeyed) absolutely in whatever he orders from the obedience of Allaah ($|) and the decisions that he 
makes with respect to the rule and the division (of charity etc.). And this is the case with the ignorant judge 
and also the oppressor — his judgement and (orders for the) division (of charity etc.) when it is just are to 
be carried out in accordance with this saying which is the saying of the majority of the jurists (fuqahaa).” 
Minhaajus-Sunnah, 3/390. 
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